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CAMRA NATIONAL WINTER ALES FESTIVAL, MANCHESTER 18TH - 21ST JANUARY 2012  

In this Issueé 

 

ü Local Hero wins Top 40 Award 

ü Redditch Winter Ale Festival details 

ü End of an era 

ü Local presentations 

ü Worcester Beer, Cider & Perry Festival review 

Crown Inn, Withybed Green  
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A traditional Wetherspoonõs pub offering a wide range of cask conditioned 

real ales and traditional ciders. A minimum of 6 real ales on at any time and 2 

ciders.  

Monthly mini -beer festivals are held featuring local breweries.  

A small smoking area has been constructed in the rear to accommodate 

those who wish to have a drink and a smoke.  

 

Opening times:  Sunday ð Thursday 9am ôtil Midnight 

     Friday/Saturday 9am ôtil 1am 

Good value meals are served all day every day from 9am ôtil 10pm 

Foregate Street, Worcester  
 

Tel. -  01905 22373 

Cask Marque Approved  
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CAMRA, the Campaign for 

Real Ale, was pleased to an-

nounce the success of its first 

Awards Lunch and Champion 

Beer of Britain presentation to 

be held at the recently re -

opened National Brewery 

Centre in Burton upon Trent. 

The celebrations, tying in with 

CAMRAõs 40th birthday, took 

place in October, with just 

under 200 people in atten-

dance. 

CONGRATULATIONS  

The Awards Lunch and Cham-

pion Beer of Britain Presenta-

tions are held to officially con-

gratulate winners of CAMRA 

national competitions during 

the current calendar year, and 

as the organisation celebrates 

its 40th birthday, CAMRAõs 

organising committee felt 

there was no better home 

than Burton upon Trent to 

stage this yearõs ceremony. 

 Taking place in a grand 

marquee on the Brewery Cen-

tre grounds, attendees at the 

event were welcomed with a 

real ale reception, followed by 

a four -course meal accompa-

nied by a selection of Cham-

pion Beer of Britain winning 

ales. Attendees were also 

introduced to the history of 

brewing in Burton upon Trent 

with a tour of the museum 

and visitor centre.  

GUESTS  

A few of the guests at the 

event included Andrew Grif-

fiths MP, local MP and Chair of 

the All Party Parliamentary 

Beer Group, Greg Mulholland 

MP, Chair of the All Party Par-

liamentary Save the Pub 

Worcester Branch.  

 Also honoured was Mark 

Haslam (Herefordshire 

Branch), for his work in trying 

to abolish the use of restrictive 

covenants, plus many years 

on the local branch committee 

and for his role as local beer 

festival organiser. Mark is one 

of the most positive can -do 

campaigners currently active 

in CAMRA. His enthusiasm 

has encouraged many mem-

bers to achieve a number of 

successful outcomes, particu-

larly in saving pubs including 

the National Inventory -listed 

Sun, Leintwardine.  

PERFECT 

Lauren Anderson of CAMRAõs 

Marketing team, said:  

ôIt was a perfect fit to hold this 

Awards Lunch at the home of 

British brewing, and especially 

in a venue where attendees 

could experience first hand 

Britainõs rich brewing history.õ  

Celebrating great beer and the Top 40 Campaigners  

CAMRA Awards Luncheon  

Some of the ôTop 40 Campaignersõ who attended the Awards Luncheon 

Group, and John Grogan, 

former MP and Beer Group 

Chair. 

 Also present at the event 

were the brewing team from 

Mighty Oak, who were on 

hand to officially receive their 

Supreme Champion award for 

their Oscar Wilde beer, after 

the Mild came out on top in 

the Champion Beer of Britain 

competition back in August.  

TOP 40 CAMPAIGNERS  

As part of CAMRAõs ongoing 

40th birthday celebrations, the 

organisationõs ôTop 40 Cam-

paignersõ, as voted by 

CAMRAõs membership, were 

officially invited and presented 

with commemorative badges 

to praise their achievements.  

 TWO LOCAL HEROES  

Local member Simon Wise-

man from Worcester Branch 

received his award for tireless 

campaigning in the Worcester 

area and helping run one of 

country's largest beer festi-

vals. Simon has been the lead-

ing light in the project to es-

tablish a national database 

and online pub guide. He is 

also the current chair of 
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Top Road, Wildmoor,  

Nr Bromsgrove 

B61 0RB  

Tel: 0121 453 2696 
 

www.wildmooroak.com 

¶ Continually changing guest 

ales and real ciders  

¶ We are in the CAMRA  

Good Beer Guide 

¶ Take away hoppers for real 

ales and ciders 

¶ Traditional British Food.  

Caribbean Specialities and  

International Cuisine 

¶ Discount on meals for card-

carrying CAMRA members 

¶ Walkers and coach parties  

welcome  

CARIBBEAN NIGHTS 

visit our website for more news 

October marked the 26th anni-

versary of when Dave and 

Trish Fisher moved from Bal-

sall Heath to run the Crown 

Inn , Withybed Green, near 

Alvechurch. This beautiful 

canalside pub (pictured below 

and on the front cover) is 

popular with villagers, visitors, 

canal folk and walkers alike, 

and looks particularly attrac-

tive in the summer when its 

hanging baskets are in full 

bloom.  

COMMUNITY PUB  

All year round there are things 

to do and the pub hosts 

(amongst other events) eve-

nings with the Alvechurch 

Community Choir, Poetry and 

Pints with the Withybed Poets 

and the legendary New Yearõs 

Day celebration, when it 

seems as if the whole village 

congregates at the pub 

around noon. The event fea-

tures a Mummers Play per-

formed by the Alvechurch 

Morris Men, masquerading as 

such well -loved and mythical 

characters as Old Father Time, 

Bold Slasher, Sweet Moll, 

Beelzebub and St George 

(thereõs even a dragon). 

Joined by the Alvechurch 

Lady Morris side Aelfgythe 

and a special guest side, six or 

seven dances take place after 

the play before the festivities 

move down into the village.  

BEST WISHES  

After 26 years Dave and Trish 

have now decided to retire, 

and they do so with our very 

best wishes and thanks for 

championing real ale for so 

many years. The lease on the 

pub is being taken over by 

Graham Smith and Peter Rey-

nolds, to whom we also wish 

every success.  

Time to retire after 26 years  

End of an Era  
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Local  
News 

New Hands 
The Boat & Railway , Stoke 

Prior has reopened with Nick 

and Lee-Ann at the helm. Nick 

has previously worked as the 

Catering Manager at the pres-

tigious Worcester Racecourse. 

A lot of work has gone into 

the pub, mainly behind the 

scenes, to improve the facili-

ties. However the traditional 

look and feel of the pub has 

been maintained.  

GREAT NEW MENU  

A new and extensive menu 

has been introduced with 

themes for each night of the 

week. Examples are Steak 

Night on a Monday evening, 

with steaks half price and 

Curry Night on Wednesdays. 

Each curry is good value for 

money as the Ã5.95 includes a 

drink. For those who enjoy the 

sweeter things in life, a pud-

ding club is held from 12pm 

on a Tuesday with all pud-

dings at Ã1.50. 

WELCOMING  

On a recent visit the Banksõs 

Mild was in good condition 

and Nick pointed out that 

Banksõs Bitter is currently on 

sale for Ã2.30 all day, every 

day. The reception from Nick 

and Lee-Ann was very wel-

coming and they are keen to 

make the Boat & Railway a 

community centred part of the 

village once again.  

 More details about the 

menu and whatõs going on at 

the pub can be obtained by 

calling 01527 759436.  

Birdôs brews news 
The Birdõs Brewery range of 

beers is now available to buy 

in 5 litre mini -kegs in addition 

to the traditional 500ml bottle 

direct from the brewery 

(01527 889870).  

 Director Steve Hammond 

said ôBirdõs move into mini-

kegs is a bit like d®j¨ vu for 

people of a certain age who 

remember the good old Party 

Sevens beloved of student 

parties! Fortunately, these 

mini -kegs do not also re -

decorate the ceiling when 

opened, having a handy pour-

ing spout and pressure re-

lease mechanism which keeps 

the beer in good condition for 

up to a week after opening!õ  

 The brewery will also be 

selling three bottle Gift Packs 

which make an excellent pre-

sent for the beer lovers in 

your family.  

Hanbury plans 
Hanbury Parish Council has 

launched a petition against a 

property companyõs proposal 

to develop land adjacent to 

the Grade II listed Vernon 

Arms , Hanbury. The proposal 

is to build a hotel and 34 

houses plus a football pitch 

and events area. The council 

says the development would 

change the rural identity of the 

village. The property develop-

ers feel the development 

would benefit the local com-

munity in terms of jobs and 

amenities and ensure the fu-

ture viability of the pub.  

 Wychavon Council planning 

chiefs meet to discuss the 

proposal in December.  
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Kidderminster Sub Branch 

was delighted to present the 

Hollybush,  Stourport on Sev-

ern with Most Improved Pub 

2011 award.  

 DELIGHTFUL  

Maggie Smith has worked at 

turning this pub into a delight-

ful hostelry. In only two years 

she has put Stourport on Sev-

ern on the map including gain-

ing entry to the 2012 Good 

Beer Guide.  

 DEDICATION  

Through hard work and dedi-

cation Maggie has turned the 

Hollybush into a thriving pub-

lic house. With a friendly at-

mosphere and good food we 

would recommend that you 

try this pub as you will not be 

disappointed with the wel-

come. Maggie currently has 

three Black Country real ales 

and three guest beers so you 

will always be spoiled for 

choice.  

Open 7 days a week,  

12pm - 12am 

Food served Mon - Sat 12pm - 

9pm 

Sunday roasts  12pm - 4pm 

  

3 real ales always available 

warm friendly atmosphere 

dog and walker friendly 

  

3 self contained B&B rooms 

Royal Oak 
Kinnersley 

   01905 371482 

 Kidderminster CAMRA presentation  

Most Improved  
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Following my last two trips 

(Slovenia and Romania), I 

found myself dispatched to 

yet another Eastern European 

country. This time to the beau-

tiful city of Budapest, once 

two individual towns (Buda 

and Pest) separated by the 

expanse of the Danube.  

100 BEERS  

I wasnõt expecting to find any-

thing special here, as far as 

beer was concerned, but on 

checking in to my first hotel, I 

found that the city was hold-

ing its first ever beer festival 

later on that week. This 100 

beer extravaganza was being 

held in and around the ancient 

and imposing Buda Castle, an 

impressive structure situated 

above the town, and was tak-

ing place from Thursday to 

Sunday with opening hours at 

a sensible 12noon till 3am! 

Knowing I had this to look 

forward to brought a new 

wave of enthusiasm into my 

approach to work, and I com-

pleted all that was required of 

me by the Wednesday eve-

ning.  

PREPARATION  

Thursday morning arrived 

along with some glorious 

sunshine, so I prepared my-

self for the busy day ahead 

by starting with a dip in the 

famous Gellert Thermal 

Baths, naturally heated to 38Á 

and full of body tingling min-

erals. I followed this with a 

Adrian Stone continues his adventures in Eastern Europe  

Hungary for Beer  

full and hearty late breakfast, 

and I was ready.  

 Venturing out from the ho-

tel, I caught the tourist train up 

to Hunyadi Square, outside 

the castle, where the festival 

started. On the square were a 

number of stands from Na-

tional Brewers Dreher and 

Borsodi, and a large Heineken 

stand, offering some blonde 

and dark beers produced in 

small (Heineken owned) brew-

eries. Following a few samples 

and a chat with the staff, I was 

Gellert Thermal Baths  
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The Anchor Inn  

Eckington  

Real Ales & Ciders  Excellent Food  

Bar  Lounge  Restaurant  Accommodation   

Pensioners  Lunches  Wednesday    Sunday Lunches 

Thursday Steak Special      Live Music Friday Nights   

Large Car Park   Coaches Welcome 

  

www.AnchorEckington.co.uk  

Tel: 01386 750356  

directed to a stand where 

Szlimpa Kavezo (a local pub) 

was holding a competition to 

find a beer to sell in the bar for 

the next 12 months. The rules 

were simple, all had to be 

from micro -breweries and all 

had to be unfiltered. Heaven.  

SAMPLING  

During the afternoon (and 

early evening) I managed to 

sample all 12 of the contend-

ers, and placed my vote ac-

cordingly. My personal favour-

ite was Gold Rose from a 

brewery called Agro -Flott in 

Bekesszentandras, a delight-

fully refreshing blonde beer 

brewed with the addition of 

nettles. Next was Black Rose a 

deep red offering from the 

same brewery using cranber-

ries for added flavour, that left 

a very dry sensation in the 

mouth. This was followed 

closely by Blonder from the 

town of Vonyarevashegy.  

TICKER  

Itõs at times like this that I wish 

I was a ticker. I sampled some 

amazing beers over the 

course of the day, all in excel-

lent condition, and all dis-

pensed by gravity, most of 

which I am never likely to 

encounter again. For those 

amongst us who are inter-

ested, here are rest of the 

beers (and breweries/towns) 

that occupied my time.  

Pilsner style: Rotburger 

(Pilisvºrºsv§r), Meggyes Sºr 

(Bauer), HBH (HBH of T§bor-

falva), KeserŤ Barna (Kissler 

SºrfŖzde of Domb·v§r), Korty 

(Kortyolda of Miskolc).  

Brown Beers: Gyºmb®r sºr 

(Osterbrau of Domony), Ale 

(Bors SºrfŖzde of Gy-

Ŗrz§moly), Red Devil (Szºgedi 

SºrfŖzde). 

And my final drink of 

the day, the magnifi-

cently named Drakula 

Duplaba from Bauer, 

a black, well roasted 

brew whose flavour 

gave no clue to its 

strength.  

SADNESS  

I left the event feeling 

very satisfied but also a little 

sad. I had spent the day at just 

one stand. Yes, I was thrilled 

with the beers that I had 

tasted but I couldnõt help feel-

ing a little disappointed that I 

did not have another two days 

here to take in the rest of the 

festival. So when you are 

planning a city break for next 

Autumn check out the dates of 

this event. If you are very 

lucky you may bump into me 

there.  

Buda Castle and Hunyadi Square  
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Editoreale  

I had some sad 

news the other 

week whilst 

meeting up with 

friends, a south 

London pub, The 

Spotted Cow , Hither Green is in 

the last stages of demolition 

before the site is developed for 

housing. I spent many happy 

hours there in the late ô70s 

drinking Whitbread Trophy 

served by electric dispense.   

 I researched the pub and 

found that a strong campaign 

had been run locally which led 

to the withdrawal of the initial 

planning application. However a 

second planning application 

succeeded. Many of the com-

ments made on various forums 

and addressed to the Planning 

Department in Lewisham were 

about loss of community facili-

ties such as the pub within the 

area. 

 I make mention of this be-

cause this particular pub was 

part of my own life and pro-

vided me with a community and 

new friends when I first left 

home and moved to London. 

Iõm still in touch with those 

friends and the memories of 

those times are good to relive 

when we all meet up.  

 Itõs great to see several pubs 

recently reopen in our area, the 

Country Girl , Boat & Railway 

and Red Man , but others re-

main closed . Without our pa-

tronage many pubs could be-

come just a fond memory, so 

support them over this festive 

season!  

 

Cheers, 

Charlie Ayres,  

Editor  
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Friar St, Droitwich 

Open 12-11, Sun 12-10.30 

Great Value Lunches - £3.50 

Wye Valley HPA and Butty Bach plus 

guest ales 
 

An award winning traditional pub that 

offers a friendly atmosphere and staff 

who are always pleased to see you.  

 

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA  

Pub of the Year 2011 

www. 

thehoppoleatdroitwich. 

co.uk 

 

01905 770155 

The  

HOP POLE 

Abberley, Worcs, WR6 6AE 

 

01299 

896677 
 

 

 

Worcestershire CAMRA  

Pub of the Year  

2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2009 and 

2010 

West Midlands Region  

Pub of the Year 2003 and 2007 

 

At least five real ales, all from 

independent and micro-breweries 

 Real Cider and Perry 

Home made food available 

Lunchtime Specials 
 

Open Mon-Sat 12-2.30  

(Closed Mon lunch), 5-11 

Sun 12-10.30 
 

Near Abberley on the B4202 
 

September and October 

proved to be a real treasure 

trove for festival lovers in the 

Redditch and Bromsgrove 

areas.  

DANCING  

September saw the Barnt 

Green Social Club , Barnt 

Green the Weighbridge , 

Alvechurch and the Dod-

ford Inn , Dodford all host-

ing events. The last two 

featuring Morris dancing 

from Alvechurchõs respec-

tive male and female sides.  

COMMUNITY  

October saw the Wythall 

Community Club, Silver 

Street, Wythall and the Odd-

fellows Arms , Astwood Bank 

also hold events. The festival 

at the Wythall Club featured 

20 beers and had a live jazz 

band on the Friday night. It 

was opened by Joanne Malin 

from BBC WM. The festival 

had 300 visitors over the two 

days and was a great success.  

 The Oddfellows Arms also 

had 20 beers on sale and the 

entertainment on the Saturday 

featured both Alvechurch 

Morris sides, the Alvechurch 

Samba band and Bellyfusion, 

an improvisational Tribal Belly 

Dance Troupe with their tanta-

lising sword dancing. There 

was also excellent guitar and 

fiddle playing from Kevin 

Broughton and Nigel 

Dempsey.  

CIDER & PERRY  

A special mention must also 

go to the Weighbridge at Alve-

church for hosting in October 

their first dedicated cider and 

perry festival to support 

CAMRAõs national cider and 

perry month. Four perries and 

four ciders were showcased 

and a fine selection of local 

cheeses were available to go 

with them.  

WETHERSPOON TREAT  

The national Wetherspoonõs 

festival also took place in Oc-

tober and to celebrate getting 

into the 2012 edition of the 

Good Beer Guide, Neil and his 

team at the Golden Cross , 

Bromsgrove put on a buffet 

event for card carrying 

CAMRA members to celebrate 

their second year as partici-

pants in the guide.  

Mark Collinson highlights local festival activities  

Festival News Reviews  
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Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA presentation  

Pub of the Season  

Spring - a season of daffodils, 

chocolate rabbits and hoppy 

beers. Not a time you'd associ-

ate with the month of Septem-

ber. However, owing to the 

branch being busy and the 

licensee also being busy, this 

was the time we finally man-

aged to present the Redditch 

& Bromsgrove Spring Pub of 

the Year Award!  

EXCELLENT CONDITION  

This year's Spring winner was 

licensee Phil Witherford of the 

Nailers Arms , Bourneheath 

near Bromsgrove. Phil runs an 

excellent mid -summer beer 

festival in a former 

seventeenth cen-

tury nail workshop/

brewery. Today the 

nails are gone but 

the pub serves four 

beers in excellent 

condition with Wye 

Valley's HPA being 

the local favourite. 

There is also a 

great value food 

menu.  

The Fox Inn  

Chaddesley Corbett  

FREE HOUSE 

01562-777247  

 

 

Three ever changing guest 

real ales  

 

 

Over 1500 guest beers  

over the last nine years!  

 

Fun Quiz night every 

Thursday  

 

Traditional carvery &  

home cooked specials  

Second year to win awards  

Win Again  

For the second year in succes-

sion the Beacon Hotel , Sedg-

ley has been judged as the 

winner of the prestigious 

CAMRA West Midlands Re-

gion Pub of the Year award. 

The pub will now go through 

to the next stage of the com-

petition for a chance to be-

come CAMRAõs National Pub 

of the Year.  

TOP CLUB  

The CAMRA West Midlands 

Region Club of the Year win-

ner, also for the second year 

in succession, is the Kinver 

Constitutional Club , Kinver. 

Earlier this year the club was 

presented with the coveted 

National Club of the Year 

award.  
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Sample our award  
winning ales at: 

THE PLOUGH 
Shenstone 

Worcestershire 
DY10 4DL 

Tel: 01562 777340 
 

Beer Garden, Real Fire  
TV for Sports, Morris Dancing. 

 

THE SWAN 
High St 

Chaddesley Corbett 
DY10 4SD 

Tel: 01562 777302 
 

Restaurant, Real Fire,  
Beer garden, Live Jazz. 

The 6th Redditch Winter Ale 

Festival will take place on 

Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th 

February 2012.  

 It will again be held at the 

Rocklands Social Club , 

Birchfield Road, Redditch fol-

lowing its successful debut 

there in 2011.  

LOCALES  

This year's festival will feature 

over 30 ales from breweries 

both local and from farther 

afield, plus a selection of ci-

ders and perries.  

OPENING TIMES  

The opening times are 5 -11pm 

(Friday) and 11am-11pm 

(Saturday). Entrance to the 

festival will be Ã4 including a 

commemorative festival glass 

and programme (discount for 

card carrying CAMRA and 

Rocklands Club members). As 

is usual with festivals organ-

ised by members from Red-

ditch & Bromsgrove branch of 

CAMRA you will be able to 

buy your beer and/or cider in 

1/3 pint or 1/2 pint measures.  

JOIN THE FUN  

So why not come along and 

taste some beers and ciders 

that you wouldn't normally get 

to try.  

 Full details including direc-

tions and travel information 

can be found on the festival 

website 

www.redditchwaf.org.uk  

Latest news from Festival Organiser Gez Quinn  

Winter Ale Festival 2012  



14 

 

Holding an event?  

 

The Chestnut can now offer a Mobile Real Ale Bar!  

Up to ten real ales can be served  

Contact the Old Chestnut Tree for more details  

I was recently invited to help 

John Barker (JB) make cider 

on his farm set in the idyllic 

rolling Worcestershire coun-

tryside in Hallow, near 

Worcester. Johnõs been mak-

ing cider here for 16 years. He 

makes both cider and perry in 

the old traditional ways, al-

though some modern farm 

machinery is used to help in 

both gathering fruit, loading it 

into the hopper and pressing 

the juice. The fruit comes from 

his own orchards on the farm 

where he has also planted 

some new trees a few years 

ago.  

THREE PHASES  

There are three distinct 

phases to cider making. First 

the fruit has to be 

shaken or knocked off 

the trees so it can be 

picked up off the 

ground ð it would take 

too long to go round 

with ladders picking the 

fruit. Next the fruit is 

put into a hopper, washed and 

then milled to form pulp. The 

pulp is then built into a 

ôcheeseõ. This is layers of pulp 

enclosed in cloths or ôhairsõ 

sandwiched between two 

slatted wooden boards or 

ôracksõ. The cheese is then 

pressed. JB uses a hydraulic 

press driven by a farm tractor.  

HOOVERING UP  

JB drives a petrol driven ma-

chine that hoovers up the fruit, 

although quite a bit also has to 

be picked up and sorted by 

hand. Leaves, twigs and any 

other extraneous matter, es-

pecially if sheep have been in 

the orchard, have to be re-

moved.  

MILLING  

When the fruit has been 

picked up and sorted, it is all 

put into the bucket of a ôfront 

loaderõ ready to be raised into 

the hopper to be washed and 

John Maiden spends a day helping out  

Making Worcestershire Cider  
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milled. Above is JB with 

cousin Henry Jackson and 

Worcester CAMRA branch 

member Ted Morrison with a 

very satisfying load of apples. 

The last of the 2011 season.  

CHEESE 

JB assisted by Ben Cartwright 

is starting to build up the 

cheese. The apple pulp is put 

onto the cloth supported by a 

wooden frame -work and then 

sandwiched between to two 

slatted boards.  

The cheese is nearly built. 

Worcester CAMRA members 

Ted Morrison and John 

Maiden (centre) under the 

guidance of JB, have 

nearly finished using 

all the pulp and build-

ing the òcheeseó ready 

for it to be hoisted into 

the press.   

UNDER PRESSURE  

And below is the 

cheese in the press 

with all the lovely ap-

ple juice being 

squeezed into the 1,000 litre 

vat, seen on the right. The 

gravity of the juice here was 

about 1075. Tractor power is 

again in use, with the press 

being operated by the hydrau-

lic oil from a farm tractor.  

QUIET TRANSFORMATION  

The juice is then transferred 

into a vat in the cellar where it 

sits quietly for about eight 

months fermenting away so 

all the sugars in the juice are 

turned into alcohol. JB makes 

a cider known as B.B.C. ð 

Barkerõs Best Cyder ABV 7% 

and a perry which he calls 

B.U.R.P. ð Barkerõs Upsy-daisy 

Real Perry ABV 6.5%.  

 Look out for it in local pubs 

and beer and cider festivals.  

 

Wassail. 
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Rocklands Club 

59 Birchfield Rd, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcs B97 4LB 

Tel 01527 544356 

Large and Small Function Rooms Available for  

Weddings, Parties, Christenings etc. 

Dance Sessions for Jive, Line Dancing  & Ballroom. 

Rooms available for Meetings and Conferences. 

New Members and Families Welcome. 

Now Serving a range  

of Real Ales  

including Bathams Best  

It seems such a long time ago 

but the Worcester CAMRA 

Beer, Cider and Perry Festival 

in August was once again a 

fantastic success with 12,000 

people attending this year's 

event.  

DRY EVENT  

For a change the festival was a 

dry one in that there was no 

rain but there were 47,000 

pints of beer, cider and perry 

with over 200 beers and over 

120 ciders and perries avail-

able. Though this was not 

enough cider and perry as the 

bar was drunk dry by 10.15pm 

on the final day. However, 

there were still over 2000 pints 

of forty different beers when 

the festival closed, which 

sadly had to poured away.  

GENEROUS VISITORS  

Thanks to the generosity of 

those that attended Ã2730 was 

raised to be shared equally 

between the festival charities 

which this year were the Mid-

lands Air Ambulance, Acorns 

Childrens Hospice and the 

British Heart Foundation.  

FESTIVAL AWARDS  

The champion beer of the 

festival award went to Wilt-

shire's Box Steam Funnel 

Blower Vanilla Porter, the 

champion cider of the festival 

was Worcester's very own 

Barbourne Rum Cask and the 

champion perry of the festival 

was Hereford-

shire's Swallow-

field Painted Lady 

The festival also 

hosted the West 

Midlands Cider of 

the Region competi-

tion which was won by 

Herefordshire's Wes-

tons 1
st
 Quality.  

PLANNING  

Planning has now 

started on next year's 

festivals which will be 

held 16th -18th August 

2012 and will be big-

ger and better than 

ever before.  JOIN IN  

The festival is organised and 

run by volunteers, Why not 

join them and be part of next 

years biggest CAMRA festival 

in the West Midlands. Full 

details of next years festival 

will soon be appearing on the 

festival website www.  

worcesterbeerfest.org.uk  

Worcester Beer, Cider & Perry Festival review  

Fantastic Success  
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The Little Pack Horse , Bewd-

ley is a deserved winner of 

this award. This delightful pub 

is so unique that people travel 

from all over due to the fact 

that it provides some of the 

best food, wine and ale in 

Worcestershire and the West 

Midlands.  

 GIVE IT A GO  

We would urge everyone who 

has not yet tried this establish-

ment to give it a go as they 

will not be disappointed by 

the friendly atmosphere, good 

ale and out-

standing food. 

Once tried 

you will want 

to return 

again and 

again.  

 

Landlord Mark 

Payne is pic-

tured with his 

award.  

Kidderminster sub -branch award  

Pub of the Season  
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EVENING STROLL  

Sunday 11th December: Eve-

ning social starting at the Ris-

ing Sun,  Redditch. Meet at 

8pm to take advantage of the 

discount for CAMRA members 

in Wetherspoon's then move 

on to Royal Enfield  followed 

by a few other pubs including 

the Golden Cross and Wood-

land Cottage . 

NEW YEARõS RESOLUTION 

Friday 6th January: Studley 

New Year Pub Tour, starting at 

8.30pm in the Railway Inn , 

Station Road. Then moving on 

to pubs in the centre of the 

village including the Swan 

Inn , the Bell Inn , the Shake-

speare Inn  and ending up at 

the Little Lark  for last orders.  

MEAL DEAL  

Thursday 19th January: Meal 

and a pint in the Golden 

Cross, Bromsgrove. Meet in 

the Golden Cross at 7.30pm to 

enjoy a meal with a pint deal 

and afterwards sample a 

handful of the Bromsgrove 

town centre real ale pubs.  

WASHDOWN  

Sunday 12th February: Our 

normal Sunday gathering with 

a little twist. Start in Steps , 

Headless Cross for 8pm and 

move on to other Headless 

Cross locations including the 

Rocklands Social Club , the 

White Hart  and the Gate 

Hangs Well  to discuss and 

Latest news from Ali Fitton local Young Members contact  

Young Member Events  

review the Redditch Winter 

Ale Festival.  

SUNDAY EVENT  

On the last Sunday of every 

month meet at the Seven 

Stars , Headless Cross for pub 

games and a pub crawl.  

 These young member 

events are open to all, regard-

less of age or CAMRA mem-

bership. For further details 

and more events, check out 

the Young Memberõs web 

page at www.rbcamra.org.uk, 

e-mail ym@rbcamra.org.uk or 

join our Facebook group, Red-

ditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA 

Young members.  



19 

Britainõs biggest showcase of winter beers returns! 

National Winter Festival  

If youõre looking for an excuse 

in January 2012 to shake off 

the cold and damp of winter, 

pay a visit to CAMRAõs Na-

tional Winter Ales Festival 

from 18th ð 21st at Manches-

terõs Sheridan Suite.  

WINTER WARMERS  

With a whopping selection of 

over 300 winter warmers, as 

well as foreign beer and real 

cider/perry options, the Festi-

val is the biggest showcase of 

its kind in Britain. During the 4

-day festival, thousands of 

stout, porter, strong mild and 

old ale drinkers are expected 

to come through the doors, 

and with recent research 

showing that 52% of alcohol 

drinkers in Britain have now 

tried real ale, the festival is 

welcoming 

newcomers 

to see what 

all the fuss is 

about.  

To comple-

ment the 

beer, the Festival promises an 

unbeatable food buffet includ-

ing English and Indian dishes, 

as well as live music on the 

Saturday.  

CHAMPION WINTER ALE  

The National Winter Ales Fes-

tival is also home to the 

Champion Winter Beer of 

Britain competition, which is 

judged on the opening day.  

For more information, please 

visit www.alefestival.org.uk  

CAUSE AND EFFECT 

Publican. YOUR DOGôS VERY FAT,SIR. PRAY WHAT DO YOU FEED HIM 

ON? 

Traveller. WELL, HE HAS NO REGULAR MEALS; BUT WHENEVER I TAKE 

A GLASS OF ALE, I GIVE HIM A BISCUIT 

www.the -weighbridge.co.uk  

Enjoy lunch or an evening meal in this cosy traditional canal -side pub. 

Home cooked meals and bar snacks served Thursday to Monday.  
(Lunchtime 12 -  2, Evenings 7 -  9 )  

A selection of real ales from independent breweries  

Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Pub of the Year 2005, 2007, 2009, 2010 

Worcestershire CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008 

Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Worcestershire, B48 7SQ 

0121 445 5111  

Open Monday - Friday 12 - 3 & 7 - 11 

Saturday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 11 

Sunday 12 - 3 (4 pm summertime) & 7 - 10.30 

The Weighbridge 
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Mark Collinson spends some time in Las Vegas  

Sin City Supping  

No more than a decade ago, 

Las Vegas was something of a 

beer desert. But now, strongly 

influenced by the west coast 

craft beer revolution that has 

swept through California, Ore-

gon and Washington State, 

the city is full of good beer 

tasting opportunities.  

EXTENSIVE SELECTION  

The most extensive selection 

on offer can be found at the 

Monte Carlo Casino, which 

boasts no less than 95 taps 

covering beers mainly from 

the USA, but also from as far 

afield as the UK, Canada, Ger-

many and Hawaii. The beer 

ôgiraffesõ (portable beer dis-

pensers), either for the ambi-

tious lone drinker or to share 

with friends, 

are good 

value here 

and a real 

crowd pleaser. Previously 

there was also a brewery on 

site, but now the local ales are 

brewed by Tenaya Creek just 

outside of the city.  

INSPIRATION  

In the Flamingo and Planet 

Hollywood Casinos, there are 

two dedicated bars serving 

beers from the Sin City Brew-

ing Company, which is one of 

cityõs newest breweries and 

the inspiration for the title of 

this article. Highlights in their 

range are the Sin City Amber 

and the Oktoberfest beer.  

 Las Vegas is always chang-

ing, but downtown from the 

Strip (in and around the fa-

mous Fremont Street Experi-

ence) offers more continuity 

and a taste of the old city.  

ANOTHER PIECE OF THE 

WALL  

At the wonderful Mainstreet 

Station, whose building incor-

porates memorabilia from all 

over Europe (including a piece 

of the Berlin Wall in the gents 

toilet), you can find beers with 

gambling names such as 

Royal Red and Black Jack 

Porter that are brewed spe-

cially for the Casino. Just 

around the corner at the Four 

Queens Hotel is the home of 

the Chicago Brewing Com-

pany, which has nothing to do 

with the windy city and is 

actually located just outside 

the city. As well as offering an 

excellent selection of beers, 

they have a very unusual two -

tiered tasting tray (which takes 

some saying after you have 

tried them all) and the trip is 

worth it just for that (see 

above). Their filet mignon 

sliders, which are little buns 

filled with steak that can be 

dunked in an accompanying 

sauce, are also very tasty and 

do indeed slide down well 

102 Mount Pleasant, Redditch,  

Worcestershire, B97 4JH 

Telephone: 01527 402299 
 

Four ales on sale  

Regulars: 

Timothy Taylorôs - Landlord  

Sharps  - Doombar 
 

Current guest ales:  

Hobsons - Mild 

Oakham - Citra 

Opening times :  12pm  till Late Mon to Fri except 

  Tuesday 5pm  till late. 

 12pm  till Late Sat & Sun. 

 

Quiz Night        : Every Sunday Night Start 8.30pm 

  with Play Your Cards Right. 

 

Live Bands       :        Saturday Nights - Telephone  or visit 

 our Facebook page for details 

 www.facebook.com/woodlandcottage                         

LISTED IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE 2012 
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TALBOT INN 

Chaddesley Corbett 

01562 777388 

www.talbotinn.net 

 

Å CAMRA Pub of the Season 

Summer 2005  

Å 4 Real Ales always avail-

able  

Å Large patio and garden  

Å Freshly-cooked home-

made food available 

lunch time and evenings, 

seven days a week  

Å Reservations accepted for 

upstairs restaurant  

with the beers.  

MEMORABILIA  

One of the newest hotels in 

the city is Aria which, until we 

had discovered the Todd Eng-

lish P.U.B (short for Public 

Urban Bar), seemed to hold 

little interest other than a 

wooden Japanese restaurant 

shaped like a clam. Imagine 

our delight when we discov-

ered not only a traditional 

style pub interior with UK 

memorabilia such as a Mor-

landõs pub sign, but 45 beers 

to choose from. This range 

also includes two constantly 

changing cask beers, which 

on this occasion were from 

the Deschuttes Brewery in 

Oregon, the highlight being 

the wonderful Black Butte 

Porter (see picture below).  

RIGHT TEMPERATURE  

They are proud to point out 

that their cask ale is served at 

temperatures that are higher 

than those of the craft beers 

on offer, and itõs only when 

you try them side by side that 

you really appreciate how cold 

the beers in the USA are 

served compared to the UK.  

There are quite a few other 

brewery and pub delights 

scattered around the city for 

those prepared to venture out 

15 minutes by taxi or car from 

the strip. The San Francisco 

based pub chain Gordon 

Biersch has an outlet here and 

the brewing equipment acts 

as an impressive backdrop to 

the bar and restaurant. The 

Hofbrau brewery has a bier 

keller down by the Hard Rock 

Caf® Hotel, where you can 

drink the beer in steins 

brought to you by German 

looking bar maids, almost as if 

you were in Munich.  

ENGLISH STYLE  

A little bit further out there are 

two places quite close to each 

other and worth a visit. The 

first is the Crown and Anchor 

pub, which again has been 

styled to look like a UK pub 

interior, and this offers a good 

selection of around 30 taps 

(including versions of Abbot 

and Bass). The second place, 

and the highlight for me, was 

The Freakin Frog which is an 

unassuming place in a small 

mall set back from the road. 

Described in the West Coast 

Beer Guide as òdark and di-

veyó, this place is a regular 

haunt for students from the 

nearby campus of the Nevada 

State University. The bar in-

cludes around ten ales on tap, 

many of which are quite hard 

to find, but the highlight is a 

storeroom that reportedly 

contains around 1000 different 

bottled beers. The helpful and 

friendly landlord was more 

than happy to show me 

around, and said that he was 

disappointed if people came 

up with a craft beer from the 

USA that was-

nõt in there. 

So if gambling 

is your game, 

you are in the 

nirvana capital 

of the world, 

but you cer-

tainly donõt 

need to take 

risks with the 

beers. Sin City 

offers the dis-

cerning drinker 

such a variety of supping op-

portunities, it really would be 

rude not to try your hand.  
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REAL ALES: 

FROM OUR OWN WEATHEROAK HILL  BREWERY 

& Guest Beers 

 

Open 11.30 - 11 Mon - Sat & 12 - 10.30 Sun  

FREE HOUSE 

Tel: Pub/Restaurant  

01564 823386  

The Coach & Horses, Weatheroak, Alvechurch B48 7EA  

Draught Lagers, Cider & Guinness 

Full Restaurant facilities, Bar Snacks, Hot & Cold Baguettes 

Beer Take Away Service, Large Garden and Patio 

All Subject to Availability  

Just in time for Christmas, 

CAMRA Books has recently 

published the second edition 

of its Book of Beer Knowl-

edge. This is a pocket -sized 

compendium designed to load 

beer drinkers with the ultimate 

pub trivia before a trip to their 

local.  

OVER 200 ENTRIES  

Compiled by award -winning 

beer writer Jeff Evans, this 

must -have title for lovers of 

pub trivia contains more than 

200 entries covering the seri-

ous, silly and the downright 

bizarre from the world of beer. 

Packed with beer facts, re-

cords, stats and anecdotes, 

CAMRAõs Book of Beer Knowl-

edge reveals everything from 

the smallest pub in Britain to 

how to say ôcheersõ in 26 dif-

ferent languages.  

SOME FACTS  

Some of the unusual facts 

contained in the book include 

the fact that China produces 

the most beer of any country 

in the world, a staggering 

410.3 million hectolitres each 

year and that home -brewing is 

still illegal in Alabama and 

Mississippi, USA. Also that 

Buddhist monks in Thailand 

have built an entire temple 

from old beer bottles.  

AVAILABLE NOW  

CAMRAõs Book of Beer Knowl-

edge is available now from the 

CAMRA Shop 

An essential source of pub trivia ammunition for evenings in your local  

The Book of Beer Knowledge  

(www.camra.org.uk/shop) and 

all good retailers, priced 

Ã7.99.  
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Members who attended the 

Redditch & Bromsgrove Octo-

ber branch meeting were in 

for a treat when visitors from 

Titanic Brewery sailed through 

the door.  

FESTIVAL AWARD  

The meeting, which took place 

at the Greyhound , was the 

ideal opportunity to present 

Head Brewer Ian Hughes with 

the Beer of the Festival award 

for their remarkable 4.9% 

Plum Porter, as voted by the 

visitors to the Bromsgrove 

Beer Festival. Ian was de-

lighted to receive this award 

and gave a short talk on the 

brewery and beers that Titanic 

are currently producing.  

CIDER UPDATE  

Steve Cooper from Tarde-

bigge Cider was also on hand 

to update us on this year's 

cider pressing and handed out 

free samples, which were 

examples of cider apples that 

are used to make Tardebigge 

Cider. 

 The evening was concluded 

by a fantastic spread laid on 

by the staff at the Greyhound. 

Many thanks to Lee Kitely for 

organising this event.  

Redditch & Bromsgrove branch prove beer and cider do mix  

Festival Presentation  

The Hartlebury  

The pub in the club  

 
Open to members and non members 

5 Real Ales  

many from Cannon Royall Brewery & other local micros 
from £2.40  per pint 

 
 

Rooms available for functions or meetings 

Open 4.00 ï 11.00 Daily 12.00 ï 12.00 Saturday & Sunday 
 

 
Millridge Way, Hartlebury DY11 7TJ Tel: 01299 250252 

 

(Down a narrow lane off Waresley Court Road) 



24 

that are on offer.  

PROUD DAY  

It was a very proud day for 

Redditch & Bromsgrove 

branch as they presented the 

Regional Director with a 

cheque for Ã11,000 to be do-

nated to central CAMRA HQ 

campaigning funds.  

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE  

Redditch & Bromsgrove 

branch were also pleased to 

present John & Jayne 

Humphries at the Weighbridge 

with an award of continued 

excellence for their work and 

support to both CAMRA and 

to real ale. Not only do they 

run two beer festivals (and a 

cider festival) a year, but they 

also assist the local branch as 

well as other pubs in setting 

up their beer festivals.  

ALVECHURCH VISIT  

Following the meeting, the 

afternoon finished with a buf-

fet put on by the pub. Mem-

bers from Redditch & 

Bromsgrove branch then led a 

village pub crawl, taking in the 

Red Lion , the Sports and So-

cial Club , the Weatheroak Real 

Ale Off -Licence and finishing 

in the tranquil surroundings of 

the Crown 

Inn , Withy-

bed Green.  

On a sunny October's day 

CAMRA members from all 

over the West Midlands de-

scended on the Weighbridge , 

Alvechurch to attend the quar-

terly Regional Meeting chaired 

by Gary Timmins, Regional 

Director. The meeting was 

held in the new confer-

ence room kindly 

hosted by Alvechurch 

Marina, whose work-

shops and offices are 

next to the 

Weighbridge public 

house.  

The meeting provides 

an opportunity for members 

to get together with those 

from other branches to dis-

cuss campaigning issues 

and decide on events and 

campaigns for the coming 

months.  

A full meeting agenda was 

punctuated nicely with some 

Millstone Vale, Stonehenge 

Heelstone and the usual 

Weatheroak Tillermanõs Tip-

ple and Kinver Bargee ales 

CAMRA members descend on Alvechurch  

One day in October  
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THE OLD OAK  

Stonebow Road,  

Drakes Broughton,  

WR10 2AP 

(01905) 840239  

* Traditional village pub  

* Large enclosed beer garden  

* Food available daily  

* Home-cooked Sunday 

lunches  

(booking advisable)  

* Outside bar now available 

for your special occasion  

Letters  

Dear Sir, 

We were interested to read 

Adrian Stone's report about 

beer in Bucharest (Pint Taken, 

Autumn 2011).  

 Having fallen completely in 

love with Romania, earlier this 

year, we are now planning a 

trip to Bucharest. In the beau-

tiful Transylvanian town of 

Sighisoara and the city of 

Targu Mures, we became fans 

of the beers Ursus Black and 

Ciuc (pronounced "chuck") 

beers, and we're familiar with 

Adrian's personal favourite, 

Ursus.  

 We were stunned at Adrian 

paying as much as Ã1 for a 

pint in Bucharest! Big city 

prices must be a universal 

constant! We paid not much 

more than that for a Ciuc and 

an Ursus Black in Transylva-

nia. Looks like we'll need to 

save our pennies before we 

can drink in the capital city ...  

 

Cheers, 

Chris Winwood and David 

Insull (By email)  

Church Street, Birlingham, Worcestershire WR10 3AQ  

01386 750485  
 

The Swan is a 500 year old black and white thatched free -house 

 

Over 300 different beers sold every year  

Two beer festivals a year in May and September with over 30 beers and ciders on offer  

 

Freshly prepared English cuisine made from local produce ensures an ever changing menu  

 

Beautiful beer garden and conservatory  

 

 Appears in the Good Pub Guide 2005-2011 and the last edition of   

The Good Pub Food Guide 

 

Menu Available:  12 noon - 2:30pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm except Sunday nights (drinks only!!)  
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tures on Fridays. The previous 

practice of three hand pumps 

has remained, with Banksõs and 

Marstonõs Pedigree as perma-

nent ales and one rotating guest 

ale. 

 

¶ Local brewery Hobsons is 

gearing up for the festive 

period, creating a menu of 

festive treats to encourage 

people to buy local over the 

Christmas and New Year 

period. They have a great 

selection of local beer packs for 

Christmas including its two 

bottle and glass pack which 

makes a great Christmas 

present. If you are looking for 

beer for a party or Christmas 

knees up, then check out the 

Hobsons beer boxes, available 

¶ The Walter de Cantelupe Inn , 

Kempsey run by licensee Martin 

Lloyd -Morris now accepts valid 

Wetherspoon Beer Vouchers 

until further notice. Acceptance 

is based on the cask ale's price 

not already being reduced or 

part of another offer at the time. 

This offer applies to all cask ales 

'on tap' only.  

 

¶ The Black Cross , 

Bromsgrove is currently closed. 

No news about the future of the 

pub was available at the time of 

going to press.  

 

¶ After a long period of closure  

the Country Girl Inn , Sharpway 

Gate has re-opened. Three real 

ales are available including Wye 

Valley HPA, Sharps Doombar 

and Morland Old Speckled Hen. 

An extensive food menu is 

available.  

 

¶ The Old Rectifying House , 

Worcester is currently serving 

Arrowhead from Cannon Royall 

Brewery and Otter Bright from 

Otter Brewery.  

 

¶ The Ladybird Inn , 

Bromsgrove is currently 

offering a 10p per pint discount 

off the price of its cask ales to 

all CAMRA members upon 

production of a valid CAMRA 

membership card. For full 

details please ring The Ladybird 

on 01527 878014. 

 

¶ The Brook Inn , Elcocks 

Brook changed hands earlier 

this year. The interior of the pub 

is still substantially the same,  

although obviously there are a 

few changes to ornaments and 

pictures. Live music still fea-

Quick Halves 
in 18 and 36 pints from their full 

range of award winning cask 

ales. This year the local beer 

packs can be purchased from 

local pubs 

stocking Hobsons 

as well as online 

and direct from 

the brewery.  

For the first time 

Hobsons is 

making their 

popular 

ôPostmanõs Knockõ available in 

cask over the festive period. 

Postmanõs Knock is a lovely 

winter warmer and offers 

drinkers something different 

this Christmas.  

 

¶ The Red Man , Kidderminster, 

a previous Good Beer Guide 

entry has re -opened. According 

to local sources Matt Copeman 

from Ye Olde Seven Stars  is in 

charge.  

The Old Cock Inn  
77, Friar Street, Droitwich, Worcestershire WR9 8EQ 

 

GRAHAM & STUART WELCOME YOU 
 

REAL ALES 
 

£2.60 UPTO 4.5% ABV 
£2.80 OVER 4.5%ABV 

 

10% OFF ALL ALES FOR CAMRA MEMBERS 
 (CAMRA membership required)  

 

T: 07864878406  E: pub@oldcockinn.co.uk   W: oldcockinn.co.uk  

Facebook: Old Cock Inn Droitwich  

mailto:pub@oldcockinn.co.uk
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Pubs worth seeking out  

Little Gems  

THE MOON AND  

SIXPENCE, TINTERN  

MONMOUTHSHIRE  

For anyone exploring Mon-

mouthshire a visit to Tintern 

Abbey is a must and just a 

short distance away is the 

Moon and Sixpence . It was 

formerly the Masons Arms  but 

the name was changed in 

favour of the novel written in 

1919 by Somerset Maugham 

after the author visited the 

pub.  

 Situated high up, above a 

curve of the River Wye, it pro-

vides spectacular views of the 

surrounding countryside in-

cluding the Forest of Dean 

across the river. It is over 400 

years old and it is rumoured to 

have been used by armed 

forces during local warfare. 

 There are four rooms on 

three different levels. One is a 

public bar and has a pool 

table. There is a natural spring 

in the corner of one of the 

rooms and this feeds a small 

pool in which there are gold-

fish. The pub has black 

wooden panels and arched 

stonework and contains inter-

esting artefacts including two 

early copper fire extinguish-

ers. Near the bar is a wood 

burning stove. For fine 

weather there is a split level 

terrace at the front.  

 The beers on offer are Wye 

Valley Bitter and Butty Bach 

with guest ales. These are 

frequently from the Kingstone 

Brewery, which you may visit, 

just up the road. They provide 

a wide range of interesting 

cask ales all of which may be 

bought bottle conditioned. 

The pub is in the Good Beer 

Guide and the beers are excel-

lent.  

 Food is available lunchtimes 

and evenings. The menu of 

traditional British food also 

offers pastas, a chilli and cur-

ries. There is a vegetarian 

option and a specials board of 

changing dishes. Local meat is 

used whenever possible. The 

pub car park is on the oppo-

site side of the A466 road.  

 The bar staff are very pleas-

ant and you will be given a 

warm welcome.  
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É Redditch & Bromsgrove / Kidderminster / Worcester CAMRA 2012  

 

Pint Taken is published by 

the Redditch & Bromsgrove, 

Kidderminster and  

Worcester branches of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA) 

www.pinttaken.org.uk 

8500 copies are distributed to 

real ale pubs in and around 

the county of Worcestershire. 

The views expressed in  

Pint Taken are not  

necessarily those of the  

Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 

To subscribe to Pint Taken 

for a year, send four C5 

stamped addressed enve-

lopes to Subscriptions,  

14 Cladswell Lane,  

Cookhill, Alcester,  

B49 5JU 

Contributions, letters, pub 

reports and news are always 

welcome. Please write to 

Pint Taken,  

3 Oakalls Avenue,  

 Bromsgrove,  

B60 2LP 

email: 

 editor@pinttaken.org.uk 

Advertising rates are  

available from: 

advert@pinttaken.org.uk. 

Worcestershire County  

Council 

Trading Standards 

County Hall  

Worcester, WR5 2NP 

Tel: 08454040506 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/

tradingstandards 

CAMRA Ltd: 

230 Hatfield Road,  

St Albans, AL1 4LW 

Tel: 01727 867201 Items for publication should be sent by 30th January 2012 

Meetings & Events  
Worcestershire branches of the Campaign for Real Ale  

You are most welcome to attend our meetings.  

All meetings start at 8pm unless stated.  

 

Kidderminster sub-branch (Contact David on: 07732 924616) 

www.kidderminstercamra.org.uk 

Tue 6 Dec Social meeting - Hollybush, Stourport on Severn, DY13 9EW 

Tue 3 Jan Initial Good Beer Selection discussion & social - King & Castle, 

Kidderminster, DY10 1QX 

Tue 2 Feb Sub-branch AGM & social -  Waggon & Horses, Bewdley, 

DY12 1DG 

  

Redditch and Bromsgrove branch (contact Paul on: 07974 889553) 

www.rbcamra.org.uk 

Sat 10 Dec Christmas Pub Crawl of Birmingham's Jewellery Quarter - start 

Old Contemptibles, B3 2HB 12pm. 

Tue 13 Dec Branch Meeting - Holly Bush, Gorcott Hill, B98 9EN (Theme Red-

ditch Winter Ales Festival)  

Tue 24 Jan  Branch Meeting - Barnt Green Social Club, B45 8BT 

3 - 4 Feb Redditch Winter Ales Festival - Rocklands Social Club, Redditch, 

B97 4LB 

Tue 21 Feb Branch Meeting - Green Dragon, Sambourne, B96 6NU (Theme 

Good Beer Guide selection) 

 

 Worcester branch (contact Peter on: 01684 573018) 

www.worcestercamra.org.uk 

Wed 7 Dec Great Malvern Good Beer Guide Survey - Red Lion,  WR14 4RG 

Sat 10 Dec Social trip Salopian Brewery & Shrewsbury - places limited  

contact Alan  socials@worcestercamra.org.uk 

Sat 7 Jan Good Beer Guide 2013 Survey - see website for more details 

Sat 11 Feb Good Beer Guide 2013 Survey - see website for more details 

 

Shakespeare branch (contact Liz on: 01386 761313) 

www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 

Covering Evesham area  

 

 

 

CAMRA Beer Festivals  
 

National Winter Ales Festival 

Sheridan Suite, Oldham Road, Manchester, M40 8EA 

18-21 January 2012 

 

Redditch Winter Ale Festival 

The Rocklands Social Club, 59 Birchfield Road, Redditch B97 4LB 

3 - 4 February 2012 

 

For more information on your local branch go to  

www.pinttaken.org.uk  
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And Finally...  

Buckets and Spades 

at the ready... 
The CAMRA Members' Week-

end and AGM 2012 will be 

held at The Riviera Centre in 

Torquay on 30th March -1st 

April 2012. It will provide 

CAMRA members with the 

opportunity to engage in 

CAMRAõs national campaigns 

and discuss future policy and 

direction. It also gives mem-

bers the chance to catch up 

with each other over a pint, 

visit recommended pubs and 

go on organised trips.  

PUBS AND BREWERIES  

Torquay boasts a large num-

ber of good quality pubs, both 

in the centre and the sur-

rounding areas. There are ten 

breweries within the Torquay 

area, and many of them will 

be supplying their real ales for 

sale in the Members Bar. For 

real cider/perry drinkers, the 

award winning Ye Olde Cider 

Bar in Newton Abbot is 

close by.  

LOTS TO DO  

The area boasts 22 miles of 

coastline, consisting of 

coves, cliffs and beaches so 

there are plenty of local 

attractions for members to 

visit. If members fancy es-

caping Torquay, the Dart-

moor National Park is 

nearby which offers fantas-

tic scenery, walks and pubs.  

 CAMRA members can 

preregister their interest by 

logging onto the CAMRA 

website with their member-

ship details, or look for the 

information in ôWhatõs 

 

Teme Valley Farmers Market at the Talbot Dec 11th, Jan 8th, Feb 5th  

 Just off the A44 between Worcester and Bromyard  

First Midland Red route 420  

The Teme Valley Brewery  

The Talbot  

Knightwick  

Worcester  

WR6 5PH  
 

Tel: 01886 821235  

Fax: 01886 821060  
info@temevalleybrewery.co.uk  

The Teme Valley Brewery is 

situated at the Talbot at 

Knightwick which offers 

accomodation and distinctive 

and delicious food made from 

locally produced ingredients . 

Featuring all year round in the West Midlands... 

That  This  Tõother blond  

3.7% ABV 
Virtues of 
an easy 
drinking 
light ale 
with vivid 

hop aroma. 

4.1% ABV 
Malt  

balanced by 
hops. A beer 

for the  
connoisseur. 

3.5% ABV 
Light taste 
showcases 

delicate 
Goldings  

fragrance. 

4.4% ABV 
A rich, smooth  

character 
that is in a 
class of its 

own. 

Farmers' market at The Talbot 11th December  
A fantastic opportunity to fill the cupboards and stockings.  

Carol singing optional.  

 
 

Christmas parties for up to 70 people welcome at The Talbot, please 

contact Su 01886 821235 for more information and Christmas menus.  

Available for Decemberé 

Elf's Job 4.3% - brewed with Worcestershire First Gold and Cascade hops.  

This, That, T'Other and Talbot Blonde also in cask. 

Hearthwarmer 6% - a full flavoured bottled winter ale back in stock  

Gift packs and glasses on sale at The Talbot and elsewhere. 

Party beer from 16 to 72 pints, please contact me by phone or  

email at least 3 days before collection. 

The Talbot also sells Gift Vouchers - a perfect present for fans of fine dining.  

Brewingõ. For all accommoda-

tion details and more informa-

tion about the area visit Tor-

quayõs conference website at 

www.conferencetorquay.  

co.uk 



31 

 

 
 

 

Need a bar for your party, wedding, fete or other event?  

Give us a call.  
 

We specialise in using real ales and ciders.  
 

www.alewrightnow.co.uk  

 

Email: info@alewrightnow.co.uk         Tel 07968 381890  
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